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Age Range: KS3 or KS4

Cross curricular links:

Timing: 20 minutes

SMSC:

Curriculum references:

■ Ability to recognise the difference between right and

Citizenship KS3:

■ The nature of rules and laws and the justice system,
including the role of the police and the operation of
courts and tribunals.

wrong and to readily apply this understanding in their
own lives, recognise legal boundaries and, in so doing,
respect the civil and criminal law of England.

■ Acceptance and engagement with the fundamental

Citizenship KS4:

■ The legal system in the UK, different sources of law and
how the law helps society deal with complex problems.

British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual
liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with
different faiths and beliefs; they develop and
demonstrate skills and attitudes that will allow them
to participate fully in and contribute positively to life in
modern Britain.

Related lessons plans:

■ Running a Mock Trial ■ Sentencing Guidelines
Context
This activity challenges young people’s perceptions of current sentencing guidelines. It can be run as a standalone activity or
as an extension activity as part of a mock trial competition.

Lesson Objectives
By the end of the session students will:

■
■

Understand some of the key features of current sentencing
guidelines.
Have challenged any potential misconceptions that they
may have of sentencing guidelines.

Worksheets and Resources:

■ True or false quiz
OR

■ True or false PowerPoint

This resource was written in collaboration with the Sentencing
Council.
Further information and a range of teaching resources can be found
at www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk
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Main Activity
The purpose of this activity is to challenge students current perceptions around sentencing using a number of true
or false questions.
The activity can be carried out through a whole class discussion using the PowerPoint provided. Alternatively it
can be completed in small groups, pairs or individually using the quiz provided.
The background notes below can be used to help further discussion.

Background Notes:
1) Fewer people are getting sent to prison today than ten years ago - FALSE
Between June 1993 and June 2012 the prison population in England and Wales increased by 41,800 prisoners to
over 86,000. This increase is mainly due to courts sending more offenders to prison. During this same time period
most types of crime fell. The 2013/14 Crime Survey for England and Wales showed that crime remained at its
lowest level since the survey was first introduced in 1981.

2) Sentences are getting more leniant - FALSE
From 1999 to 2011, the average time served in prison increased from 8.1 to 9.5 months.
It is worth pointing out to students that when reading a newspaper report about a particular case, it can be
difficult to judge, whether it is too leniant, as it will not cover all the facts of the case. Judges will normally produce
sentencing remarks which explain their reasons for giving a particular sentence.

3) A life sentence means someone spends the rest of their life in prison - FALSE
A custodial sentence means more than just time in prison. If an offender is sent to prison, the judge will decide
how long they should spend in custody, but time in prison is just one part of the sentence. Offenders always
complete their full sentence but usually part of the time is spent in prison and the rest is spent on licence.
For example the minimum prison term for murder with a knife is 25 years - offenders could then be released on
licence. This means they are subject to certain conditions for the rest of their life. If they break the terms of this
licence, they will go back to prison.
The most serious offenders receive a whole life tariff, this means they will spend the rest of their life in jail.
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