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Citizenship: A privilege or a right?
Classroom Notes

Age Range: KS4 or KS5
Timing: This unit has been separated into three parts.

Depending on prior learning these could either be run as
one extended lesson or separately, running consecutively.
We would suggest that each part is given a minimum of
one hour. Rough time guidelines have been given for each
activity. A number of extension activities have also been
included if you wish to explore the topic in more depth.

Curriculum references:
Citizenship KS4:

■ Human rights and international law;
■ The legal system in the UK, different sources of law and
how the law helps society deal with complex problems;

■ Diverse national, regional, religious and ethnic identities

PSHE:

■ To think critically about extremism and intolerance in

whatever forms they take (including religious, racist and
political extremism, the concept of ‘shame’ and ‘honour
based’ violence).

SMSC:

■ Interest in investigating and offering reasoned views

about moral and ethical issues and ability to
understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on
these issues;

■ Ability to recognise the difference between right and

wrong and to readily apply this understanding in their
own lives, recognise legal boundaries and, in so doing,
respect the civil and criminal law of England.

in the United Kingdom and the need for mutual respect
and understanding.

Related lessons plans:

■ Human Rights ■ The Migration of People		
Lesson Objectives
During the unit students will be exploring the following key
question:

Q: Is citizenship a privilege or a right?
By the end of the unit students will:

■ Understand what the term British citizen means and
what the eligibility requirements/routes to British
citizenship are;

■ Have explored some of the rights and responsibilities
that individuals have as a British citizen;

■ Understand what it means to have one’s citizenship

Worksheets and Resources:
A PowerPoint presentation has been included that can be
used with all three parts of the unit.
Part One

■ Worksheet 1 – Citizenship scenarios
■ Worksheet 2 – Rights and responsibilities of citizens
Part Two

■ Worksheet 3 – Should citizenship be revoked?
■ Worksheet 4 – The rule of law
Part Three:

■ Worksheet 5 – The case of Shamima Begum
■ Worksheet 6 – Following the rule of law
A glossary of key terms has been included at the end
of this resource pack. Any words highlighted in pink
throughout the lesson plans can be found in the glossary.

revoked and have critically considered what the legal
and ethical implications of this are;

■ Have examined the roles of the legal system, courts
and politicians in the decision-making process.
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Overview of Unit:

Please note:

During the course of this unit students will explore what
it means to be a UK citizen. They will research what the
law says about the rights of individuals to become UK
citizens. They will critically examine whether there are any
circumstances where it is legally or ethically appropriate to
revoke a person’s citizenship and what the impact of this
might be. Finally they will consider the various roles of
politicians and the courts in the decision-making process.

Lesson 1:
Who is eligible to become a UK citizen and what rights
and responsibilities do they have?

The topics covered during this lesson are of a sensitive
nature. Be aware that students may disclose personal or
familial experiences and may need additional support.
We strongly recommend you fully familiarise yourself
with the content prior to delivering the unit and adapt it as
necessary to meet the needs of your students.
Prior to running the unit ensure you are familiar with your
schools policies around safeguarding and child protection.
We would also recommend ensuring you have established
some clear ground rules with students prior to the unit
being delivered.

Lesson 2:
Should citizenship ever be revoked?

Lesson 3:
Exploring the case of Shamima Begum and the rule of law.

Lesson 1

Q: You cannot return to your home as you

Introduction: (15 mins)
Split the class into small groups. Ask them to imagine
that following a storm they have been washed up on the
beach of an unknown country. They have no belongings
with them and cannot remember where they have come
from. The groups must discuss what problems they may
encounter. A summary of the scenario can be found on
slide 3.
You might like to use the questions on
structure their discussions.

slide 4 to

Q: What are the first things you will need to
do in order to survive?

Q: What rules might this foreign land have
about newcomers arriving?

do not know where it is. Why is it
important to become a part of this new
society?

Q: You have no forms of identification. What
problems might this cause for you?

Encourage the class to consider all the things that adults
take for granted being able to do that they couldn’t do
without any ID. E.g. opening a bank account, getting a
job, accessing medical help, accessing education, driving
a car.
Summarise that there are many rights that come
with being the citizen of a country but there are also
responsibilities. Citizenship is not an automatic right.
Individual countries have strict rules about who can
become citizens. Introduce the class to the key questions
that we will be focussing on for this unit. These can be
found on slide 5.
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Activity 1: Who can be a British citizen? (20 mins)
The aim of this activity is to draw out the idea that citizenship is not something that the government hands out to
whoever wants it. There are strict (often complex) rules in place as to who gets to be a citizen.
Students will be presented with a range of scenarios. For each scenario they must decide if the person:

■ Has an automatic right to citizenship
■ Could apply for citizenship
■ Is not eligible for citizenship

Use slides 6-8 to introduce the activity. The activity can then be completed as a whole class discussion
(using slides 9-16). Alternatively, it could be done as a card sort activity using worksheet 1.

Please note: The activity is likely to lead to some confusion at first as it is unlikely students will have enough
knowledge of the UK citizenship criteria to correctly sort all the scenarios. Instead the activity is designed to get
them discussing what they think the criteria should be.
Having completed the activity show students slide 17 – 19 which provide a summary of the citizenship
criteria in the UK and talk through the answers to each scenario.

Scenario A
Raphael

Scenario B
Luca

Answer

Additional notes

Not eligible

Raphael is not automatically entitled to UK citizenship just because he
was born in this country. In order to be automatically entitled to UK
citizenship one of his parents would have had to live here permanently
or have been a UK citizenship themselves. It is most likely that
Raphael has a student visa which is currently allowing him to live in the
UK. Raphael has not lived in the UK long enough in order to apply for
citizenship.

Not eligible

You can apply to become a naturalised UK citizen if you are
married or in a civil partnership with a UK citizen. However, you must
have lived in the UK for a three year period. As well as meeting a
number of other criteria you would also need one of the following:

■ Indefinite leave to remain / settled status
■ Permanent residence
Scenario C
Imogen

Automatically a Imogen is a UK citizen ‘by descent.’ This applies if you are born outside
UK citizen
of the UK and one (or both) of your parents were British citizens at the
time of your birth. If Imogen were to go on to have children they would
not automatically become UK citizens.
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Activity 1: cont. (20 mins)
Scenario D
Fletcher

Scenario E
Dara

Answer

Additional notes

Automatically a UK Fletcher is automatically a UK citizen (not by descent). Anyone
citizen
born to a parent who is a British citizen employed in
‘Crown Service’ (which includes the armed forces) automatically
gains citizenship and can pass this onto any children they may go
on to have.
Could apply for
citizenship

It is likely that Dara could apply to become a UK citizen as she is
over 18 and has been living in the UK for more than five years.
There are a number of other criteria that Dara would need to meet
prior to applying. These include being of good character (e.g. not
having broken the law) and also having one of the following:

■ Indefinite leave to remain
■ Permanent resident status

It is likely she would be able to get one of these as she is
employed in a highly skilled job. Once she has applied Dara
would need to pass a citizenship test and prove that she can
speak English.
It is worth noting that there are fees involved in applying for
citizenship. The fee to apply for indefinite leave to remain is
currently over £2,000 and the fee to apply to become a naturalised
citizen is over £1,000.

Scenario F
Alexis

Automatically a UK Even though Alexis has spent the majority of her life living in the
citizen
US she was born in the UK and had one parent who was a UK
citizen. This means she is automatically a UK citizen herself. It
may be that Alexis is eligible to also be a US citizen. Both the UK
and the US do allow dual citizenship.

Scenario G
Layal

Not eligible

Refugees arriving in the UK must seek asylum. If this is granted
it is normal for both them and their dependants to be given
permission to stay in the UK for five years. This is known as ‘leave
to remain.’ After five years you can then apply to settle in the UK
and get ‘indefinite leave to remain’.
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Activity 1: cont. (20 mins)
Scenario H
Daniel

Answer

Additional notes

Not eligible

In order to come to the UK Daniel would need to apply for a visa.
Amongst other things the visa would stipulate how long he could
stay in the UK and whether or not he was allowed to work.
There are strict criteria for when you can apply for citizenship in
the UK. Normally this includes:

■ Residence requirement – You must have lived in the UK for at
■
■

least five years (three years if you are married / in a civil
partnership with a UK citizen)
Be of good character
Have permanent residence status / indefinite leave to
remain or settled status.

Daniel does not meet all of these criteria so is therefore not eligible
to apply for citizenship at present.

Conclude the activity by asking students to consider the following questions (slide

20):

Q: Do these criteria appear fair to you? Why/Why not?
Q: Can you think of any other situations where you think someone should be
able to become a British citizen?

Q: Can you think of any situations that might exclude someone from being a
British citizen even if they meet the criteria discussed?

Please note: The rules around citizenship are complicated and it is not always clear if someone is a citizen

or not. The criteria included on the slides is by no means exhaustive and has been simplified for the purpose of
this lesson. The reality of the situation is that there is an incredibly complex set of laws and policies surrounding
this area. These will be further unpicked in the following activities.

Extension question:

Q: In the scenarios where people were eligible to apply for UK citizenship do you

think they would have to give up their existing citizenship in order to become a UK
citizen?

This will depend on the laws in the country they are currently a citizen of. Some countries do allow dual
citizenship others do not. Currently the UK does allow for dual citizenship. Scenario E - Dara is currently a
Malaysian citizen. Malaysia does not allow for dual citizenship, therefore if she were to become a citizen of the
UK she would have to renounce her citizenship in Malaysia.
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Want to access the rest of this free resource?
https://www.youngcitizens.org/citizenship-a-right-or-a-privilege

Want to access more high quality citizenship resources?
A Smartlaw school subscriptions provides teachers with access to over 25 high quality, tried and
tested classroom resources. The resources inspire young people to engage in the complex world of
the law. Providing them with the knowledge and skills they need to become legally capable.
Aimed at KS3, 4 and Post-16 the units tackle a number of SMSC, Citizenship and PSHE themes
using the topic of the law, and explore areas such as:

■ Cyberbullying
■ Sexting
■ Social Media
■ Human Rights
■ Brexit
■ Discrimination
■ Migration

In addition to these resources your subscription also gives you access to early-bird discounts and
exclusive offers on all our conferences and training opportunities.
No prior experience of law is needed to deliver the units. Written with the support of our legal
professionals volunteer network they contain all the necessary information and examples that you
need to engage your students in the rule of law.

www.smartlaw.org.uk/resources
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