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Sentencing Guidelines

Classroom Notes

Age Range: KS3 or KS4

Cross curricular links:

Timing: 1 hour

SMSC:

Curriculum references:

■

Citizenship KS3:

■

The nature of rules and laws and the justice system,
including the role of the police and the operation of
courts and tribunals.

■

Citizenship KS4:

■

The legal system in the UK, different sources of law
and how the law helps society deal with complex
problems.

Ability to recognise the difference between right and
wrong and to readily apply this understanding in their
own lives, recognise legal boundaries and, in so
doing, respect the civil and criminal law of England.
Acceptance and engagement with the fundamental
British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual
liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with
different faiths and beliefs; they develop and
demostrate skills and attitudes that will allow them to
participate fully in and contribute positively to life in
modern Britain.

Related lessons plans:

■ Running a Mock Trial ■ Sentencing Myths
Context
This lesson asks students to consider the key findings of a harrasment trial and conclude what sentence should be given to
the guilty party. It can be completed as a standalone activity or alternatively as a follow up activity to the ‘Running a Mock
Trial’ resource.

Lesson Objectives
By the end of the session students will:

■
■
■

Understand that there are many different aspects to
sentencing (punishment, rehabilitation, public protection,
crime reduction, restorative justice), and explore how these
are balanced.

Worksheets and Resources:

■ Student information pack

Understand and discuss the factors taken into consideration
when deciding on a sentence i.e harm to victim and
culpability of offender, mitigating and aggreviating factors.
Have begun to explore the ‘fairness’ of current sentencing
laws and guidelines in England and Wales.

Please note: If you are running this as an
extension to the ‘Running a Mock Trial’
resource then you will not need to print all of the
Student Information Pack. Students will already
have received some of the information.
You will only need to print the ‘Summary of
Offence’, ‘Things to consider’ and ‘Sentencing
Guidelines’ sections.

This resource was written in collaboration with the
Sentencing Council. Further information and a
range of teaching resources can be found at
www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk
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Introduction: (10-15 mins)
In pairs or small groups ask students to consider the following questions. Once students have had enough time to
complete their discussions ask for some feedback on how they answered each question. Some notes to aid your
discussion have been included below:

Q: What is a sentence?

A sentence is the punishment a judge or magistrate decides should be given to someone who has been
convicted of a crime. It comes at the end of a prosecution.

After a crime occurs, and the police arrest and charge someone, the Crown Prosecution Service decides
whether to take them to court. If they are prosecute and either plead guilty or are found guilty by magistrates,
or for more serious offences, a jury of members of the public, they are then sentenced.
The judge or magistrates look at the facts of the case and decides what the most appropriate sentence would
be, based on the harm done to the victim and how blameworthy the offender is.
The sentence imposed on an offender should reflect the crime they have commited and be proportionate to
the seriousness of the offence. It is up to the judge or the magistrates to decide how much weight to give each
factor in the case they are dealing with.

Q: What are sentences used for?

Punish the offender - this can include going to prison, doing unpaid work in the community, obeying a curfew
or paying a fine.
Reduce crime - by preventing the offender from commiting more crime and putting others off from committing
similar offences.
Reform and rehabilitate offenders - changing an offender’s behaviour to prevent future crime for example by
requiring an offender to have treatment for drug addiction or alcohol abuse.
Protect the public - from the offender and from the risk of more crimes being committed by them. This could
be by putting them in prison, restricting their activities or supervision by probation.
Make the offender give something back - for example, by the payment of compensation or through
restorative justice. Restorative justice give victims the chance to tell offenders about the impact of their crime
and get an apology.

Q: What factors do you think should be considered when judges/magistrates are
considering sentences?

Finish this activity by showing students this short, 5 minute video created by the Sentencing Guidelines http://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/about-sentencing/
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