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Age Range: KS3 or KS4
Timing: This lesson will take around 1 hour. Rough

guidelines for timings have been given for each activity.
An optional research task has been included which can
be used where appropriate to the level of the class.
This could be completed as a homework task or in an
additional follow up lesson

Curriculum references
Citizenship KS3:

■

The nature of rules and laws and the justice system,
including the role of the police and the operation of
courts and tribunals.

Citizenship KS4:

■

■

Parliamentary democracy and the key elements
of the constitution of the United Kingdom, including
the power of government, the role of citizens and
Parliament in holding those in power to account,
and the different roles of the executive, legislature and
judiciary and a free press.
The legal systems in the UK, different sources of law
and how the law helps society deal with complex
problems

SMSC:

■ Recognise legal boundaries and, in so doing, respect
the civil and criminal law in England. Accept and
engage with the fundamental British values of
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberties and
mutual respect.

Related lessons plans:

■ Learning about the law
Context
This lesson introduces students to the concepts of how laws are made in the UK and explores who influences the law. A
basic understanding of what the law is and how Parliament is structured would be useful prior to running this lesson. It
can be run as a standalone lesson or, to explore the topic more fully, we would recommend running this as a follow up to
the lesson ‘Learning about the Law’.

Lesson Objectives
By the end of the lesson students will...

■
■
■

Understand which people have the most influence
when making and changing laws.
Begin to understand the process of how laws are
made.
Explore how they can influence the law.

Worksheets and Resources:

■
■
■
■

Worksheet 1 - Influencer cards
Worksheet 2 - Creating new laws
Worksheet 3 - How laws are made
Worksheet 4 - Research Task
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Introduction - In an ideal world (15 mins)

Introduce the lesson by explaining the topic and the intended learning objectives on slide

2.

This activity aims to elicit students’ current thinking and knowledge on how laws are made. Split the class into small
groups of around five students. Ask the groups the question on slide 3:

Q: What new law would you like to see introduced to improve the quality of life for young
people in the UK?

Once each group has established the law they would like to implement, ask them to mind-map the steps they think
they would need to take in order to get their law implemented.
Give each group 10 minutes to complete their discussions and then ask one member of the group to feedback their
ideas to the whole class. Record each of the laws they suggest on a whiteboard / flip-chart for future reference.
Please note: Students should be encouraged to consider a number of options and their ideas shouldn’t be
considered as right or wrong, as long as they can give valid reasons for them. The current procedures for
how laws are actually made will be explored in later activities.

Activity 1: Who makes the law? (20 mins)
This activity asks the class to explore who has the most influence in creating and changing laws.
Split students into small groups and give them a copy of worksheet 1 - Influencer cards. Ask the groups to match the
card to the correct description.
Go through the correct answers on slides 4 - 16. Explain that you are now going to ask the groups to consider
which of these people is most influential when it comes to making, or changing laws. Ask the groups to do one of the
following:
1) Sort the influencer cards into three piles: No power, some power, a lot of power.
2) Place the influencer cards in a line from most to least influential.
Having completed one of the above activities ask the groups to summarise for the rest of the class the reasons behind
how they sorted the piles. Please refer to the background notes provided on page four to support these discussions.
Extension:
To further extend this activity you could allow students time to do some independent research into how influential each
person is. The following website is a good starting point :
http://www.parliament.uk/education/about-your-parliament/how-laws-are-made/
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