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Age Range: KS4 or KS5

Cross Curricular Links

Timing: This unit is designed to be run across

SMSC:

a lesson, lasting approximately one hour. Rough
guidelines for timings have been given for each
activity.

■

Curriculum references:
Citizenship KS4:

■

The legal system in the UK, different sources of
law and how the law helps society deal with
complex problems.

■

Ability to recognise the difference between right
and wrong and to readily apply this
understanding in their own lives, recognise legal
boundaries and, in so doing, respect the civil and
criminal law of England.
Acceptance and engagement with the
fundamental British values of democracy, the
rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect
and tolerance of those with different faiths and
beliefs; they develop and demostrate skills and
attitudes that will allow them to participate fully in
and contribute positively to life in modern Britain.

							
Context
Housing law is a complicated issue that will affect almost everyone at some stage in their life. In this session,
pupils will be looking at some legal issues concerning housing and places where people live, including common
landlord and tenant issues and issues linked to social housing.

Related lessons plans:

■ Family Law - Marriage and Cohabitation
Lesson Objectives
By the end of the lesson students will:

■ Know some different types of living arrangements
■ Understand some of the rights of private tenants
■ Be able to discuss social housing policy

Worksheets and Resources:

■
■
■
■

Worksheet 1 - Tenancy Agreement
Worksheet 2 - Dispute Cards
Worksheet 3 - Social Housing Allocation
Guidelines
Worksheet 4 - Social Housing Case Studies
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Introduction (10 mins)

Introduce the topic of today’s lesson using the learning objectives on slide

2.

Ask pupils how many different ways they can think of to find somewhere to live. Some examples can be found on
slide 3.
If pupils do not know the meaning of any of the terms or phrases on the slide clarify the meaning using the
explanations below.

■
■
■
■
■
■

Private tenancy is when you rent a privately owned home.
Lodging is renting a single room in a larger household.
Buying outright is when you purchase a home without a mortgage.
Getting a mortgage is when you borrow money from a bank to purchase a home. The bank then owns the
house and you pay the mortgage back in monthly instalments whilst living there.
Property guardianship is when you live in a property that would otherwise be empty for very low rent, and
are responsible for maintaining the property. Property owners allow this to stop uninhabited buildings from
being used by squatters.
Squatting in residential property has been illegal since 2012. Convicted squatters in residential property could
face prison for up to 6 months, a fine of up to £5,000, or both. You cannot be convinced of squatting if you:
1) Are a tenant or licensee remaining in a property after the tenancy or license has ended;
2) Entered the property genuinely believing you were a tenant -- for example, if a bogus letting agent rented
you a property they had no right to;
3) A traveller living on an unauthorised site
Squatters have a right to be connected to utilities such as gas, electricity and water, but using them without

■
■
■

contacting the supplier first is illegal.
Housing associations are non profit organisations that provide low cost social housing.
Council housing is social housing provided by the local government to people in the community who are in
need.
Shared ownership is when you purchase a proportion of your home, usually from a council or housing
association, and continue to pay rent on the remainder.

Use slide 4 to ask pupils what “home” means to them - what counts as a home? How important do
you think a person’s home is? What impact can someone’s home have on their life?
Explain that the location, condition, or cost of a person’s home could affect their health and well-being, their
relationships with family and friends, and could impact upon their performance at school or work.
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