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Family law

Classroom Notes

Age Range: KS3 or KS4

Cross Curricular Links:

Timing: This unit is designed to be run across a lesson

SMSC:

lasting approximately one hour. Rough guidelines for
timings have been given for each activity.

Curriculum references:

■

Citizenship KS4:

■

■

The legal system in the UK, different sources of law
and how law helps society deal with complex
problems.

Accept and engage with the fundamental British
values of democracy, the rule of law, individual
liberties and mutual respect.
Ability to recognise the difference between right and
wrong and to readily apply this understanding in their
own lives, recognise legal boundaries and, in so
doing, respect the civil and criminal law of England.

Citizenship KS3:

■

The precious liberties enjoyed by the citizens of the
United Kingdom. The nature of rules and laws and the
justice system.

Related lessons plans:

■ Family Law: Children and Parents

■ Rights and Responsibilities

Context
During the course of the lesson students will learn the difference between marriage and cohabitation and consider which is most
appropriate in a number of scenarios. Students will also explore the changing attitudes to marriage and cohabitation.

Lesson Objectives
By the end of the session students will:

■
■
■
■

Know the distinction between cohabitation and marriage.
Consider changing attitudes to marriage and cohabitation.

Worksheets and Resources:
Worksheet 1 – What’s going on in my quiz?
Worksheet 2 – In My Ideal Country

Understand the different legal principles covering marriage
and cohabitation.
Decide whether couples should marry or cohabit in certain
situations.
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Introduction: (10 mins)
Use slide

Q:

2 to introduce the topic of the lesson and ask the following question:

What are the most important decisions you might make in your life?

Use ‘Think, Pair, Share’ to ensure students consider their answers. Aim to gauge their responses relating to the
following examples given on slide 3:

■ Career
■ College or university
■ Where to live/move to
■ Children
■ Marriage
Ask students the following questions:

Q:

Why is marriage an important decision?
You are comitting yourself to another person for life. It brings legal responsibilities

Q: Do you think people’s attitude to marriage and cohabitation has changed over the past
30 or 40 years, since your parents and grandparents were your age? If they have, in
what way?

Q: What is the difference between marriage and cohabitation?

See slide 4. Marriage - the legally recognised union of two people as partners in a relationship.

Activity 1: What’s Going On Quiz (20 mins)

Ask students to complete the quiz on slides 5-13 which looks at changing social attitudes towards marriage and
cohabitation. This is also available as a separate worksheet (worksheet 1). A number of consider questions have
been included below to help facilitate discussions.

Slide 6: How do marriage rates in England and Wales today compare with 50 years ago?

A: They are lower

In 2015 marriage rates for opposite sex couples fell to their lowest since records began in 1862, following a
gradual long-term decline since the early 1970s. Statistics released by the Office of National Statistics (ONS)
show that in 2015, the marriage rate decreased by 3.4% from 2014. In a 2012 survey, 42% of people got married
before they had children, compared to 70% of people in 1989.

Q: Does this surprise you?
Q: Why do you think fewer people are getting married today than in the past?
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