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Age Range: KS3 or KS4

Cross Curricular Links:

Timing: This unit is designed to be run across a

Computing KS3: Understand a range of ways

lesson, lasting approximately one hour. Rough guidelines
for timings have been given for each activity.

Curriculum references:

to use technology safely, respectfully, responsibly and
securely, including protecting their online identity and
privacy; recognise inappropriate content, contact and
conduct and know how to report concerns.

Citizenship main aims: Develop a sound

Computing KS4: Understand how changes in

knowledge and understanding of the role of law and the
justice system in our society and how laws are shaped
and enforced. Students are equipped with the skills to
think critically and debate political questions.

Citizenship KS3: The nature of rules and laws and
the justice system, including the role of the police and the
operation of courts and tribunals. The precious liberties
enjoyed by the citizens of the United Kingdom.

Citizenship KS4: The legal system in the UK,

different sources of law and how the law helps society
deal with complex problems..

technology affect safety, including new ways to protect
their online privacy and identity, and how to identify and
report a range of concerns.

SMSC: Recognise legal boundaries and, in so doing,

respect the civil and criminal law in England. Accept and
engage with the fundamental British values of democracy,
the rule of law, individual liberties and mutual respect.

Language and Literacy: This lesson supports

aims relating to spoken language, reading and writing and
vocabulary development.

English: Speak confidently and effectively including

through using standard English confidently in a range of
formal and informal contexts, including class discussion.

Related lessons plans:

■ Cyberbullying ■ Human Rights ■ Sexting
■ Discrimination
Lesson Objectives
By the end of the lesson students will...

■ consider different types of online behaviour and whether
they are acceptable or not;

■ understand the possible offences that can be committed

Worksheets and Resources:
Worksheet 1 - Social Media Usage Quiz
Worksheet 2 - Acceptable/Unacceptable
Worksheet 3 - What Do You Think?
Worksheet 4 - What’s The Offence
Worksheet 5 - What’s The Outcome
Worksheet 6 - Protecting Freedom of
Expression

online and apply these to case studies;

■ explore the importance of freedom of expression in social
media.
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Overview of Lesson:
In this lesson students will explore the law in relation to
social media posts, the types of offences that people
are committing (whether knowingly or not), the types
of punishments that have been given and the potential
dangers involved in restricting what people post.
Please note: The topics covered during this lesson
are of a sensitive nature. It is important that students
understand the need to treat other people’s views
with respect. Be aware that students may disclose
personal or familial experiences and may need
additional support.

Activity 1 (10 mins):
Social Media Usage Quiz - Students test their current
knowledge of social media using our quiz.

Activity 3 (10 mins):
What’s the offence? – Using the same scenarios as in
the previous activity, students explore if any laws have
been broken in each case.

Activity 4 (20 mins):
Freedom of expression – During this activity students
explore what freedom of expressions means and the
impact it can have on social media activity.

Optional extension activity
(15 mins):
The case of Logan Paul – This activity ask students
to examine the actions of popular American vlogger,
Logan Paul, who came under fire for posting a highly
controversial video on suicide.

Activity 2 (20 mins):
What do you think? – In this activity students will be
introduced to a number of different scenarios. Students
will be asked to decide how acceptable they think the post/
action was in each scenario.

Introduction (5 mins)
Use slide

2 to introduce students to the topic of todays lesson. Then ask the following questions.

Q: What is Social Media?

Websites, virtual communities, networks and applications which allow those who use them to share information and network
with other users. Examples include: Facebook, Snapchat, Youtube, Instagram, Flickr, Pinterest, WhatsApp, LinkedIn,
Google+, Tumblr and Twitter.

Q: What percentage of the worlds population use social media in some form?

37% of the worlds 7 billion plus population uses social media in some form. This is approx. 2,62 billion people. It is worth
noting that 54% of the worlds population has internet access. So of those with internet access over 70% use social media.

Q: How many tweets are posted on Twitter each week?
Approximately 500 million.

Q: What are the benefits of having and using social media and electronic forms of
communication?

It’s a quick and easy way to stay connected to many people and share information.

Q: Are there any negatives that are associated with these forms of communication?

You might forget who you are sharing with. You might share without thinking. You might be harassed by messages or people.
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