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Age Range: KS3 or KS4

Cross Curricular links:

Timing: This unit is designed to be run across a

SMSC

lesson, lasting approximately one hour. Rough guidelines
for timings have been given for each activity.

Curriculum references:
Citizenship KS3:

■ Recognise legal boundaries and, in so doing,

respect the civil and criminal law in England. Accept
and engage with the fundamental British values of
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberties and
mutual respect.

■ The nature of rules and laws and the justice system,
including the role of the police and the operation of
courts and tribunals.

Citizenship KS3:

■ The legal system in the UK, different sources of law
and how the law helps society deal with complex
problems.

Related lessons plans:

■ Law Makers ■ Human Rights ■ Police Powers ■ Youth Justice
Context
This resource will give your students an introduction to the legal system in the UK and the roles of those who are involved in
the law. Students will also explore the differences between criminal and civil law.

Lesson Objectives
By the end of the lesson students will:

■ Know the job descriptions of people involved in the law.
■ Share what you already know about the law.
■ Understand the difference between civil and criminal law.

Worksheets and Resources:
Worksheet 1 - Who is involved in the law?
Worksheet 2 - Civil/Criminal quiz
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Introduction (15 mins)
Explain that in today’s lesson pupils will be introduced to discussing legal issues. The focus will be on three main
areas: the key reasons why we have law, who is involved in the legal world, and the difference between civil and
criminal law. Ask pupils the following question:

Q: What do you know about the law
Use the prompts from slide

Q:
Q:
Q:
Q:

3 to further extend your discussion.

Why do we have laws?
Who makes the law?
Who applies the law?
How does the law affect your life?

Conclude this section by asking student what they would like to learn about the law. Record their ideas to refer to
later.

Activity 1: Who is involved in the Law (10 mins)
Ask the pupils to match up the name of the legal professional or team to their job description using worksheet 1.
Answers can be found on slide 4.

Activity 2: What is a crime? (20 mins)
Give pupils the criminal definition of “criminal” law and “crime” on slide

5.

Using slide 6 briefly explain that some things are still offences, even though they are not crimes. These are known
as Civil offences. Some examples of Civil offences include:

■ Breaking a contract
■ Unfair Dismissal

		

■ Unequal pay			
■ Divorce settlements			

■ Trespass
■ Rent disputes

You may wish to run this activity as a “stand up; sit down” activity (i.e. pupils stand up if they think the scenario is a
crime, but remain seated if they think it is not). Alternatively it could be used as the basis for a class discussion.
Explain that you will now be doing a quick quiz. Students must decide if each example is a crime or not.
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