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Age Range: KS3 or KS4

Cross Curricular Links:

Timing: This unit is designed to be run across a lesson

SMSC:

lasting approximately one hour. Rough guidelines for
timings have been given for each activity.

■

Curriculum references:
Citizenship KS3:

■ The nature of rules and laws and the justice system,

including the role of the police and the operation of
courts and tribunals. The precious liberties enjoyed by
the citizens of the United Kingdom.

Citizenship KS4:

■ The legal system in the UK, different sources of

law and how the law helps society deal with complex
problems.

Recognise legal boundaries and, in so doing, respect
the civil and criminal law in England. Accept and
engage with the fundamental British values of
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberties and
mutual respect.

Language and Literacy:

■

This lesson supports aims relating to spoken
language, reading and writing and vocabulary
development.

English:

■

Speak confidently and effectively including through
using standard English confidently in a range of
formal and informal contexts, including class
discussion.

Related lessons plans:

■ Cyberbullying ■ Discrimination ■ Sexting and the Law ■ Social Media and the Law
■ Your Rights and Responsibilities
Context
In this lesson students will learn about and discuss some of the human rights that apply in England and Wales. By the end
of the lesson students will understand the nature of human rights and have considered a number of cases where different
human rights are competing.

Lesson objectives
By the end of this lesson students will:

■
■
■

Understand the nature of human rights.
Become familiar with the Human Rights Act 1998 and
the rights contained within it.
Consider cases where there are competing human
rights.

Please note this lesson covers some potentially sensitive
topics. The optional extension activity looks at the case of
Charlie Gard which students may find upsetting, particularly
if they have recently experienced a bereavement.

Worksheets and Resources:

■
■
■
■
■
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Worksheet 1 - Where Do You Stand? (Cards)
Worksheet 2 - Where Do You Stand?
(Questions)
Worksheet 3 - Human Rights Act 1998
Worksheet 4 - Competing Rights
Worksheet 5 - The Case of Charlie Gard
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Introduction (5 mins)
Use slide

2 to introduce students to the topic of today’s lesson. Then ask the questions on slide 3:

Q: Can you name any rights that you think all people should be entitled to?
Q: Why do you think rights are important?

Activity 1: Where Do You Stand? (20 mins)
This activity could be completed as a whole class discussion or in small groups. Show students the statements
on slides 4 and 5 (statement cards can also be found on worksheet 1). Ask them to sort the statements into
three categories: In every case, in most cases and in some cases.
Having initially sorted the statements then ask students to consider the questions on worksheet 2. As a result of
these questions ask students if they think that any of the statement should be moved into a different category?
NB: If time is limited not all statements need to be discussed. Background notes for a number of the
questions has been included below to further extend the discussion:

A - Killing is wrong

Q: What about the death penalty?

Some countries still have the death penalty for the most serious crimes. In the UK the death penalty has not
been applied since 1965. At its height there were 220 crimes punishable by death, including ‘using a disguise
while committing a crime’, and the theft of goods with a value as low as twelve pence.

Q: What about abortions?

Abortions are legal in England, Wales and Scotland. However, there are strict guidelines as to exactly when and
how abortions can take place. Abortion is not legal in Northern Ireland, women do have the right to travel from
Northern Ireland in order to have an abortion. In June 2017, the Government granted women living in Northern
Ireland the right to travel to Britain for an abortion as an extended service by the NHS.

Q: What about euthanasia?

Euthanasia is illegal in the UK. However, about one person per fortnight travels from Britain to Switzerland to
end their life. In October 2017, Noel Conway’s application to the High Court for a declaration that the Suicide
Act 1961 is incompatible with Article 8 ECHR (respect for private and family life), was rejected. Mr Conway
suffers from motor neurone disease.

Q: What about self-defence?

In some circumstances, self-defence is a complete defence to murder.
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