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Magistrates’ Court
Mock Trials

Be part of the largest, practical, court-based public legal
education competition for 12-14 year olds from schools
in England, Wales and Northern Ireland.

Working with Organised in partnership with

Bring the law
to life



The Magistrates’ Court Mock Trial Competition is part of
the Citizenship Foundation’s SmartLaw programme which
helps improve young people’s life skills, their understanding
of the justice system and the legal system, and helps them to
understand that the law touches every aspect of their lives. 

The competition, in which 12-14 year olds take on all of the
main roles found in a criminal trial, takes place in Magistrates’
Courts with the support of experienced and practising
magistrates, legal advisors and other legal professionals. This
enables students to develop their employability skills as well
as breaking down the barriers between them and the legal
professionals who they might not ordinarily be in contact with.
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ROLES TAKEN ON
BY STUDENTS:

   Witnesses
   Lawyers
   Magistrates
   Usher
   Legal Advisor
   Court Artist 
   Court Reporter

ROLES TAKEN ON
BY VOLUNTEERS:

   Judge
   Lead Magistrate
   Court Stewards

The Court Artist
Competition and Court
Reporter Competition
run alongside the
Magistrates’ Court Mock
Trial Competition, giving
students the opportunity
to take part through a
more creative medium.

‘The competition is an excellent
way to introduce students to 
the law and gives students a
wonderful opportunity to
participate in a unique event. 
I hope this competition will
continue for many years to come.’

Participating Teacher, 
Barr’s Hill School

‘I had the pleasure to attend the Schools
Mock Trial event. It was great to see so
many local schools taking part. I would
encourage all Mayors and Schools to 
take an active part in this Citizenship
Foundation programme and gain a
deeper understanding of the law.’

Trevor Snaith, 
Former Mayor of High Wycombe

Court Artist and
Court Reporter 
Competitions

Court Artist Competition 2016/17Winner: Letitia Zhao, Kendrick School



‘I loved meeting the upcoming
sheriff and that so many important
people in law were involved in the
competition as it made all the hard
work really worth it.’

Participating Student, 
Kendrick School 

‘My favourite part of the competition
was being able to play in role as
one of the most important jobs in
the UK and to know what it feels
like to be in court.’

Participating Student, 
The Sydney Russell School

Over 90% of teachers and students
felt that the following skills had been
improved as a result of competing in
the competition:

   Teamwork
   Building an argument
      Listening
      Presentation and public speaking
   Communication
   Critical thinking 
   Confidence

Skills improvement

75%
of students were
confident that they
would know when to
seek legal help 

67%
of students were
able to define a
legal right 

95%

100%
of teachers had seen
improvement in their
students’ ability to deal
with challenging
situations 

of teachers had also
seen improvement 
in students’
understanding of 
the legal system



For more information about how you can support the wider work of the Citizenship Foundation 
Contact Ruth Dwight, Programmes Director • 020 7566 4151 • ruth.dwight@citizenshipfoundation.org.uk 

Citizenship Foundation
Universal House, 88-94 Wentworth Street, London  E17SA
www.citizenshipfoundation.org.uk
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The Citizenship Foundation is
grateful for the financial support
it receives from the Law Society

@MockTrials          thecitizenshipfoundation          Citizenship_Foundation

‘I have felt that the
Mock Trials gives me an
opportunity to support
these young people and, 
by telling others about it, 
to redress the warped
impression of young
people given by the
media.’ 

Liz Haskins 
Volunteer Lead Magistrate 

If you want to be part of the biggest
mock trial competition in the
country you can find more
information and apply at
www.smartlaw.org.uk

Also available from SmartLaw:
Bar Mock Trial Competition
Mock Trial Conferences
Independent School Mock Trial
Competition
Teacher Training
Resources
Workshops


